
 T H E  C R I C A M O L A  R I V E R   ·   P A N A M A  

Ember Bridge 

 
 
Life taking river. 
Miles of remote jungle.  
Two bridges built.  
Eighteen more needed. 

 

 

 

 

T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

Following tragic death after death, two years ago, retired Navy 

Seabee Commander and licensed Professional Engineer Joe Charles 

stood in the jungle of Panama’s Ngabe-Bugle Comarca and made a 

promise to Pastor Samuel Abrego: “I can build a bridge.” 

Bridge One was completed June 2025, funded entirely by family and 

friends. Bridge Two followed in April 2026. The model works. But the 

deaths continue. The Cricamola stretches 39 miles through the 

most remote rainforests in northwestern Panama, draining a 906-

square-mile watershed that receives ~10 feet of rainfall annually, 

nearly four times the global average. Mountain headwaters rising a 

mile above sea level send catastrophic flash floods tearing through 

the valley with little warning. For these communities, each crossing is 

a gamble with their lives. This is not a matter of convenience. It is 

a matter of survival. 

 
    T H E  R I V E R ,  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S  

12+ 
deaths per year from river 
crossings 

Apr, 2026 Another little girl was taken by 
the river on her way to school 

~20,000 
people cut off from medicine, 
school & church 

39 mi 
of remote, unreachable river 
corridor 

3,531 
cubic feet of water per second 
discharge from flash flooding 

 

W H Y  P A R T N E R  W I T H  E M B E R  B R I D G E  

✓ The crisis is geographic, not solved. The Cricamola is long, remote, and unreachable by road. Each bridge serves only 
the villages within walking distance. Deaths upstream and downstream continue until every village has a crossing. 

✓ Validated execution. Two bridges built on time, on budget, safely, with quality, and with zero institutional funding. A 
licensed PE leads every build. Disciplined, accountable, not check-and-hope charity. 

✓ Permanent impact, multi-decade ROI. A single $100K investment saves lives every day for 40+ years. Founders absorb 
all overhead; every sponsor dollar tracked with quarterly impact reports. 

✓ Brand permanence. Your company name engraved on a brass plate on a bridge in Panama, a photographable, visitable 
legacy your team can experience firsthand. 

✓ Last operators on the ground. Where peer NGOs and local government investment has not reached due to logistical and 
political complexity, Ember Bridge goes. Early partners shape the next 18 builds. 

 

T A X - D E D U C T I B L E  G I V I N G  

Human Collective Foundation 
EIN: 85-3442018 
1648 White Owl Rd 

Fleming Island, FL 32003 

D O N O R - A D V I S E D  F U N D S  

Manos de Fe (our Financial Sponsor) 
EIN: 82-1127787  Note: “Ember Bridge” 
manosdefe.org 
P.O. Box 316, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32004 

C O N T A C T  

Joe & Noelle Charles 
Emberbridge2025@gmail.com 

emberfoundations.org 

youtube.com/@EmberBridge 

 

 

“Fan into flame the gift of 

God which is in you...  

for God gave us a spirit not 

of fear but of power and 

love and self-control.” 

2  T i m o t h y  1 : 6 – 7  

 


